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G.O. (P) N0.20/2021/F&WLD. Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 22" April, 2021
9" Medam, 1196.

S. R. 0. No. 375/2021

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 4 of the Kerala Forest Act, 1961 (4 of 1962), the

Government of Kerala hereby,-

(a) declare that it is proposed to constitute the land within the boundaries specified in the
Schedule attached below as a Reserved Forest;

(b) appoin{ the Revenue Divisional Officer, Fort Kochi, ex-officio, to be the Forest Settlement
Officer, in regard to the land within the boundaries specified in the Schedule to this notification,
to inquire into and determine the existence, nature and extent of any rights claimed by or
alleged to exist in favour of any person in or over any land comprised within such boundaries or
to any forest produce of such land and to deal with the same as provided in the said Act;

(c) appoint the Divisional Forest Officer, Malayattoor, ex-officio, to attend on behalf of the
Government at any enquiry under Chapter II of the said Act held by the Forest Settlement
Officer, appointed in this behalf.
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By order of the Governor,

A P M MOHAMMED HANISH,
Principal Secretary to Government.
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Explanatory Note
(This does not form part of the notification, but is intended to indicate its general purport.)

The area specified in the Schedule to the notification, having an extent of 1.9650 hectares land
in Re-Survey number 39 that falls within the jurisdiction of Kodanadu Forest Range under Malayattoor
Forest Division of Eloor Village, Paravur Taluk in Emakulam district is under the possession and
ownership of Forest Department, by the name 'Varapuzha depot' for many years. The said land which
supports luxuriant tree growth including reverine vegetation and lying on the banks of Periyar is of
great ecological significance and is the habitat of several fauna like Asian Palm Civet, Common
Mongoose, Squirrel, Tortoise, Snakes, Frogs and Cfanes. It is the responsibility of the Government to
protect the said land and the tree growth and the ecosystem thereon through appropriate legal measures.
Therefore, the Government finds it necessary to declare the said land as a Reserved Forest by the name

"'Varapuzha Reserve' under the provisions of Section 4 of the Kerala Forest Act, 1961 (4 of 1962).

The notification is intended to achieve the above object.
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