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5. R. O. No. 786/2011.---In cxercise of the powers conferred by

sub-scction (1) of section 15 of the Kerala Promotion of free Growth in
Non-forest Arcas Act, 2005 (46 of 2005), the Government of Kerala hereby make
the [ollwing rules, namely:—
RuLEs
i. Short title and commencement, -~ (1} These rules may be called the
Kerala Promotion of Tree Growth in Non-forest Areas Rules, 2011

(2) 'They shall come into force at oncc.
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2. Definitions.—Iu these rulés unless the context otherwise requirse.

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

g)

*Act' means the Kerala Promotion of Tree Growth in Non-forest
Areas Act, 2005 (46 of 2005);

< Authorisad Officer’ means an officer nol below the rank of Foresl
Range Officer appeinted (o be ‘authorised officer under sub-seetion

{2) of the section 6 of the Act;

‘Cardamom Plantation’ mean$ an area registered as Cardamom
Plaritation and predominantly cultivated with cardamom and properiy
maintained as cardamom plantation;

‘Coffee Plantation’ means an area registerd as Cotfee Plantation and
predominantly cultivated with coffee and properly maintained as
Coftee Plantation;

‘Form® means form appended to thess rules;

‘Mangrove areal means a wetland which predominantly supporis
MANgIove species; ' -

“Notified area’ means any non-forest land notified under sub-sectior
(3) of section 6 of the Act and includes all the mangrove areas
cardamom or coffee plantations which aie deemad to be notifice
under the said sub-section; '

‘plantation’ means an aggregate of artificially regencrated tre:
species in a block of not less than 0.1 hectare in extent;

“Section’ means section of the Act;

“Timber’ means timber as defined in the Kerala Forest Act
1961 (Act 1 of 1962) and shal!l include firewood.

1. Declaration to be filed for cuiting a specified tree or transportation <
timber of a specified tree from any non-forest laud to any other place.—

(h

Where a specified tree, other than sandalwood, standing ©

4 non-forest land is to be cut or any timber of any such tree is to t
wansported, the owner of such tree shall, before cutting the tree «

-



“rongriing the timber, as the case may be, file before the Authorized
ficer having jurisdiction over the arca, a declaration in Form No. [ ia
duplicate cither directly or by registered post with acknowledgement due.

(2) Declaration filed as per sub-rule (1) shali be deali with in
accordance with the provision of sub-section (6} of scetion 6 of the Acgt.

(3) On reciept of a declaration filed under $ub-rule (1), the
Authorized Officer shall forthwith issue a copy of the declaration
'acknow!cdged by hint under his signaturc and secal,

(4) The acknowledged copy shall accompany the timber during
its transport.

4. Procedure for obtuining priov perimission for cutting and (ransporting
any specified (ree from a notified arca.--(1) An Application for permission 1o
fell, uproot of burn or cause to be feiled, uprooted or burnt any such tree for
which permission is required under section 6 of the Act or for transport of any
timber of such specified specics shall be made in duplicatz in Form No. [I
appended to these rules to the Authorized Officer having jurisdiction over
the area. '

{2) On reciept of an application under sub rule (1), the Authorized
Officer shall inspect the area and cause necessary enquiries and &at:afy himself
that the facts mentioned in the application are genuine.

(3) If the Authorized Officer after conducting the inspection is satisfied
that the applicant is entitled to got pernmssion, he shall issue permission for
cutting the specified tree in Form No, JI itself,

(4) Where timber of a specified tree cut under sub-seetion (3) of section
6 of the Act, is to be transported from 2 non-forest land within the notified arca,
the owner of such timber shall file a declaration in duplicate in Form No. 11 cither
directly or by registered post with acknowledgement duc, to the Authorized
Officer having jurisdiction over the arca.

(5) On reciept of the declaration, the Authorized Officer shall duly
acknowledge, receipt of the same and shall conduct necessary inspection of the
tinber. He may also conduct necessary enquiry on the information farnished by
_the owner in the declaration and record his opinion thercon.
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(6) The Authorized Officer upon being satisfied on the genuinenc.s
the conients in the ™ declaration, if found permissible, may issue a permit for the
transportation of the timber to the owner in writting in Form No. IiI, whicl. shall
accompany the timber during its fransportation.

(7) An application seeking prior permission for cutting as well as
transport of the trees under this rule shall be disposed of within twenty days
from the date o\[" receipt of the application.

5. Conditions for granting permission for cuiting of trees under sub-
section (3) of section 6 of the Act.--In deciding whether permission under sub-
section (3) of scction 6 of the Act, may be issued to fell, uproot or prunc
specificd tree, the Authorized Officer shall heve due regard to the following
matters, namely.—- :

.

(i) plantations of fast growing species like Eucalyptus,
Casuarina, Bamboo, Reed etc., shall be allowed to be cut
after they attain a minimum age of [ive years;

(iiy plantations of other forest tree species shall be allowed be
cut or fallen after they attain a minimum age of ten years;

(iii) thinning in plantations of forest tree species shall be allowed
as per the silvicultural requiremcents of the species;

(iv) rosewood trecs shall be allowed to be cut or fallen afler
attaining a minimum girth of 150 cins. at 1.4 meters above
sround level;

(v) tcak trees wherever grown, other than in plantations, shall be
allowed to be cut or fallen after attaining a minimum gisth of
60 cms. at 1.4 meters above ground level;

(vi) trees of other foresl trees specis wherever grown, other than
in plantations, shall be allowed to be cut after attaining a
minimum girth of 75 cms. at 1.4 meters above ground level;

(vil) all dead trees may be permitted to be cut or converted;

(viii) all trces which constitute a danger to life or property,
buildings, telephone lines, electric lines or any other structure
shall be permitied to be felled irrespective of thier girth or
maturity;



{ix) =zl trees causing obstruction to any permanent building or to

the formation of any public road shall be permitted to be
w Telled,;
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(x) pruning of {recs required for agrioultﬁral operations shall be
allowed in deserving cases on condition that the girth of the
ranch te be cut shall not exceed thirty cms. at the biggest
end and the main stem of the trecs $hall not be damaged
during lopping or pruning;

(xi) twice the number of trces of the same species or those of
other suitable species shall be required to be regencrated by
the applicant; - .

(xii) the permission for felling shall not be refused if the tree
constitutes a danger to life or property or if the trec is wind
fallen or for the bonafide construction of a resideatial house
thercon. ;

6. Proceduré for cutting, removal and disposal of sandulwood irees in
non-forest area.—Culling, removal and disposal of sandalwood trees shall be
done only by the Forest Department in the manner given below:—

(i) Trees which are dead, fallen or constitute danger to life and
property shall be extracted by the Forest Department at the
_request of the owner of the non-forest land;

(i) All trees causing obstruction to any permancnt building or to
the formation of any public road shall be extracted by the
I'orest Department; ' '

Gii) Application for extraction of such trees shall be made in Form
No. IV to the Authorized Officer having jurisdiction over the
arca;

(iv) The Authorized Officer if satisficd with the contents of the
application shall causc the trec to be exiracted, transported

and sold as per the procedurc in chapter VI A of the Forest
Act, 1961 and the rules issued thercunder.

(v) The entire sale proceeds, after deducting the actual expenses
incurred for euttting, removal, extraction and sale of the
sandalwood shall be paid to the owner of the sandalwood tree
within one month from the date-of realization of salg value.
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fvi) Five times the number of sandalwood trees cut or fallen ~he'l
be regencrated and nurtured by the owner of the non-for
1
land.

7. Procedurc for culling, removal and dispesal of specified trees standing
on non-forest ureas, owned, controlied or vested in Lacal Selfl’ Governmeni
Mstitutions — (13 The custodian of the non-forest arcas owned. controlled or
vested in Local Self Government Institutions. shall submit to the Authorized
Officer an application in Form No. V for fclling and transportation of specified
tree proposed (o be cut or fallen therefrom, giving full partiulars of the land
such as locatiort sketch and suryey sketch and details of the trees.

(2) On receipt of such application, the Authorized Ofricer shall,
within seven days from ihe date of receipt of the application, refer the
same to an Advisory Committee consisiing of the following members,

. namely;—

(a) The Mayor of a Municipal Corporation or a Chairperson
of a Municipality or the President of a Grama Panchayat in
whose jurisdiction the trce proposed to be felled is
Slandmg;

(b) The Authorised Officer having jurisdiction over the arca;

{(c) One or more representatives of reputed Non-governmental
Organizations nominated by the Government for cach
district;

(d) One representative of the Department of Agriculture not
below the rank of Assistant Dircctor of Agriculture
nominated by the Principal Agriculture (Jffwr‘l in-charge

. of the distriet.
4

(3) The Committee shall inspect the trees proposed to be cut or
fallen and the land on which the trees are standing and shall take a
decision on the application submitted by the custodian of the land and
record the reasons thereofl.

(4) The decisi®h of the Committee shall be taken as far as
possible unanimously or by majority of the members inspecting “he Gield
and shall be communicated to all the members irrespective of the fact
that whether they were present or not during the inspection.



(% Three members will constitute the quorum of the Advisory
Committec, g

-
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(6} The Authorized Officer shall communicate the decision of the
Committee to the applicant within a week from the date of inspection
granting or rejecting the permission to fell the tree or {ransport the
timber.

(7} Ehe Ad\‘)'isory Committee -shall insist the custodian of the
land to piant and nurture ai least equal number of saplings of local tree
species m the same or nearby locality.

(8) The timber and firewood obtained from the felling of such
irees shall be disposed of by the custodian of the land alter haviug got
a valuation statement prepard by the Authorized Officer who shall assess
the value taking into account the seigniorage rate of such trees
published by Government from time (o time.

8. Appecl-—{1} An appeal to under sub-section (8) of sccuion 6 of the Act
shall be proferred belore the Divisional Forest Officer/Wildlife Warden having
jurisdiction over the arca, within thirty days of the order of the Authorized
Officer, giving reasons {or preferring the appeal along with 4 copy of the order

agawmnst which the appeal 1s preferred, A

(/) The Divisional Forest Officer/Wildlife Warden shall cause
necessary enquires and after hearing all the partics pass appropriate
orders wiihin thirty days from the date of receipt of the appeal and the
decision thereon shall be final,

By order of the Govemor,

SaJEN Prrer,
Principal Secretary to Government.

FExplanatory Nete

("This does not form pan of the notification, butis mlendud io indicate its general
purport;.

Seerion 15 (1) of the Kerala Prometion of Tree Growth in Non-foresi Areas Act,
2005 (46 of 2005) enables the Governmeant to make rules frlr car rylug out the purpose
of the Ac.

The netification is intended o achicvi the above object,
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Form 1
[See Rule 3]

Declaration to be filed for cutting a specified tree or transporting iimber of a
specified tree from a non-forest land and non-notified areq d

I. Name and address of the applicam

2. Sy. No. and exient of the field or fields on which
the tree or trees proposed to be cut, uprooted or
burnt stand

3. Name of the Village/Taluk/Block and District where
the land on which the trees stand or the timber lie

4. Proof of ownership of the trees/ timber
5. Number of trees to be cut '

6. - List showing the species of tree/s proposed 1o be
cut or list of logs to be transported, as the casc
may be, with Girth, Breadth, Height of the tree/s
(1.4 m from ground Jevel)

7. Quantity of timber
8. Reasons for secking permission to cut the tree/s

9. Place to which timber to be fransported and purpose .

Place: Signature of the Declarant.
Date:
DECLARATTON

I hercby declare that the information furnished above is true to the best of my
knowledge and belief. I also undertake to comply with the conditions subject to which
the permission may be granted by the Authorized Officer.

Signature of the Declarant.

~ For Office usc only
1. Date of receipt®f the declaration by the Authorized Officer
2. Opinion of the Authorized Officer N
3. Orders of the Authorized Officer

Place:

Date: No. Date: = Authorized Officer.
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Form 11
[See Rule 4 (1) and (4)]

Form of Declaration to be filed for obtaining permit for transporting timber
of specified trees cut under Section 6 (3) of the Act from a non-forest
land with in the ‘notified areas’

1. Name,and address of the applicant

2. Sv. No. and extent of the field/s on which
the tree/s proposed to be cut, uprooted or
burnt stand

3. Name ofthe Village/Taluk/I3lock and District

4. Proofof ownership of the timber

5. List showing the logs to be transported
(to be numbered scrially)

6. Purpose for which the timber is proposed to be
transported _

7. Place to which timber to be transported

8. Details of the order passed by the Authorized

Officer for cutting the trees under section 6(3)
(original order to be produced)

Place: ' Signature of the Declarant.
Date: ' _
DECLARAITION
I hereby declare that the information furnished above is true to the best of my

knowledge and belief. 1 also undertake to comply with the conditions subject to which
the permission may be granted by the Authorized Officer.

Si:g'narure of the Declarant. ’

For Office use only
4, Date of receipt of the declaration by the Authorized Officer
5. Opinion of the Authorized Officer
6. Orders of the Authorized Officer

Place:
Date No. Date ° Authorized Officer.
BB/2685/() ' ’
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Form 111
[See Rule4 (6)]

(Duplicate to be retained by the issuing officer)

Pt N, caamaemman = pmssmekiEeeeekie Forest Division

Transport Permijt for the Transport of timber of specified trees within the notified
areain non-forestland

.

b

=

Name and residence of the person 1o whom permiit
is issued:

Description of produce
Quantit‘_'y

Marks

When obtained
Destination

Route (specify the name of Forest Watch Station/
Checking Station on the route)

Period or time of validity
Remarks o

Signamure of the Authorized Hficer
Name: 4

Designation:

(Ofjice Seal)
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1 -
Forw 1V
% [See Clause (iii) of Rulc 6]

Declaration to be filed for cutling, removal and dispostd of sandalwood tiees in
non-forest areas
I. Name and address of the applicant

2. Sy. No. and extent of the field’s on which
the sandalwood treefs proposed to be felled or
uprooted siand :

3. Name ofthe Village/Taluk/Block and District where
the land on which the iree/s stand or the
sandalwood/lie

4. Proof of ownership of the trees sandalwood
5. Number oflrccfs to be cut

6. List showing the qandalwood trees pr(;po%d to be
cut with Girth, Breadth, Height of the icce
(1.4 m from ground level)

7. Quauntity of sandalwood

8 Reason/s for seeking permission to cut the tree/s 0 *
Place: : Sigaeiure of dre Declairant
Date:
DECLARATION

I hercby declare that the information furnishe d above 15 fmue 1o the best of my
knowledgc and belief. | also undertake 10 comply with the condiions subjectio which
Itie permission may be granted by the Authorized Offtcer. "

Sioaquture of the Declarant.
‘ . For Uifice use only
7. Date of receipt of the doclaration by the Authorized Officer
8. Opinicn of the Authorized Officer
9, Urders of the Authorized Officer

Place;

Date: ™o. . Tate: Authorized Officer,
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Form V
[SeeRule7 (1) ] y

aration to be filed for felling or transporting timber of specified tree/s fron: «

non-forest area owned, controlled or vested in Local Self Government Institutions

3
2

Piace:
Date:

1

know

Name and address of the Institution

Sy, No. and extent of the ficld/s on which the tree/s
proposed 1o be cut, uprooted or burnt stand

Name of the Village/ Taluk/Block and District where
the land on which the trees stand or the timber lie

Proof of ownership of the trees/timber

Number of trecs to be cut

‘List showing the specics of trec/s. proposed 1o be’:

cut or list of logs to be transported, as the case may
he with Girth. Breadth, Height of the tree/s
(1.4 m from ground level)

Quantity of timber
Reason/s for secking permission to cut the trecls

Place to which to be transported.

‘Signature of [ead of Institution.

DECLARAITON

Lereby declare that the information furnished above is true to the best of my
ledge and belief. 1 also undertake to comp ly with the conditions subject to which

{he permission may be granicd by the Authorized Officer.

Place:

Date:

4
Signature of Head of Institution.

For Office usc only
10. Date of receipt of the declaration by the Au thorized Officer
11. Opinion of the Authorized Offic or
12. Orders of the¢Ruthorized Officer

No. Date: Authorized Officer.

L —




